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EARLY LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE 2009 HIN1 OUTBREAK

1. Investments in pandemic planning and stockpiling antiviral medications paid off.

Federal, state, and local efforts to develop and exercise pandemic respense plans over the last several years enabled public health officials to react to the outbreak

. Public health departments did not have enough resources to carry out plans.

5]

Federal, state, and local health departments are stratched too thin to adequately respond to emergencies after decades of underfunding the public health

infrastructure. Capacity to track, investigate, and centain cases of HIN1 has been hampered due to lack of resources,|

Name of pandemic Date Deaths Case fatality rate Subtype involved
12891850 flu
‘pandemic(Asiatic or | 1885-1890 1 million 0.15% possibly H3Ngor H2N2 N/A

Russian F\ujﬁl

Asian Flu 1957-1958 1to 1.5 million 0.13% H2N2 2

w

. Providing clear, straightforward information to the public was essential for allaying fears and building trust.
Informing the public about what is known about an outbreak, acknowledging that certain information is not yet known, and updating facts as they become
available is paramount to help contain the spread of disease and also give people the facts they need to be prepared, not scared. During the outbreak, the
President and other leaders around the country served as clear spokespeople, conveying consistent, accurate information about good hand hygiene, cough/sneeze
etiquette, and the need for people to stay home if sick. Effective leadership and communication helped dispel rumors and myths - from allaying concerns about
the safety of imported Mexican foedstuffs to reversing the unfair characterization of Spanish speaking people as carriers of the contagion. Public health officials
also encountered the need to explain to members of the public that different policies are not necessarily inconsistent, but tailored to local realities.
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